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In Your Words ...In Your Words ...In Your Words ...In Your Words ...In Your Words ...
By Malcolm Joseph

When I look back on all the memories I have gained through

The Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) Program, a smile

forms on my face and an indescribable feeling churns within

me.  I am proud to say my name is Malcolm Joseph and I’m part

of MVP.  Though MVP is a program that focuses on men’s

violence against women, you can take the messages and lessons

you learn, and fit them into everyday life.  For example, from

MVP I have learned how to become a truly good leader.

Before I joined MVP I didn’t think that I could make a

significant change in society.  Now I see how much of a leader I

can be, and how much of a difference I can make.  When I present

to young kids, as an MVP mentor, I get a sense of confidence and

pride, because I know that when I’m done, I’ve taught these kids

something that might change their lives and stick with them forever.

MVP taught me and other students, how to be leaders in

our society, and how to train others to unleash the leaders within

themselves.  This is important because in a harsh world, we need

positive leaders and role models to set examples for others.  By

talking about things most people don’t talk enough about, we

give the kids we present to, answers to their questions and

information.  Our ultimate goal is to help the kids better themselves.

I know I speak for all the students in the program when I

say that the entire MVP program instills a sense of awareness,

pride, confidence, and accomplishment in their students.  I get

teary eyed when I realize how much of a person and adult I have

become, and how much I have grown mentally.  It’s a step in the

right direction.  I can finally see myself changing the world.

That same indescribable feeling brings tears to my eyes,

when I realize how much of a positive impact I have made in

these kids’ lives and on the world.  Someday, some of them may

be doing the same thing for others.

What is the meaning of MVP?  The meaning of MVP is to

make a difference in the world, however small and gradual it may

be.  As a MVP mentor I am loving and cherishing every single

moment of it.  I want to continue to develop more good memories

and feelings so that they can last me a lifetime.  With these

memories I will find the fuel to be an even better leader.

AA s k M V P

The “Ask MVP” column is reserved for you, our readers,

to offer your own questions about relevant issues

surrounding gender violence.

Please submit questions to AskMVPprogram@hotmail.com.

Questions will be answered by the MVP staff and appear

in this space in newsletters to follow.

Mailing address:
Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) Program
Center for the Study of Sport in Society
Northeastern University
360 Huntington Avenue, Suite 161 CP
Boston, MA 02115-5000

“Breaking Barriers, Building Leaders”“Breaking Barriers, Building Leaders”“Breaking Barriers, Building Leaders”“Breaking Barriers, Building Leaders”“Breaking Barriers, Building Leaders”
4th Annual MVP Youth Leadership Event4th Annual MVP Youth Leadership Event4th Annual MVP Youth Leadership Event4th Annual MVP Youth Leadership Event4th Annual MVP Youth Leadership Event

On June 4th, 2002, the 4th-Annual MVP Youth Leadership Event convened a select group of 50

student leaders representing a variety of backgrounds.  The common thread for each of the students

was their participation in MVP trainings during the school year, and special selection for this day

by their respective school official.  The students were assigned to small groups and presented with

a series of leadership initiative challenges.  Each group had to work together, and utilize the

leadership skills learned during MVP training to successfully complete the challenges.

Malcolm JosephMalcolm JosephMalcolm JosephMalcolm JosephMalcolm Joseph is a student at the John D. O’Bryant High School in Boston,

MA. He has been a part of MVP since 2001.
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WHO WAS HE?WHO WAS HE?WHO WAS HE?WHO WAS HE?WHO WAS HE?
By Brian Greenough

Poet Brian GreenoughBrian GreenoughBrian GreenoughBrian GreenoughBrian Greenough is a graduate of the 2002 MVP Institute for Gender Violence

Prevention and Education.  Brian is a student at Dartmouth College and is a member of,

The Darmouth Men’s Project, a sexual assault and dating violence peer education program.

Completion of MVP’s 90-Minute Awareness-Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s 90-Minute Awareness-Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s 90-Minute Awareness-Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s 90-Minute Awareness-Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s 90-Minute Awareness-Raising Training:
• Revitalizing Baseball in the Inner City (RBI), Boston, MA

• Mount Ida College
• Georgia State University
• Boston College
• Dean College
• Northeastern University
• Loyola University of Chicago
• Depaul University
• University of Illnois, Chicago

Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness-Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness-Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness-Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness-Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness-Raising Training:
• Northeastern Family Institute

Completion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” Program:Completion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” Program:Completion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” Program:Completion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” Program:Completion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” Program:
• University of Virginia
• University of Minnesota, Morris
• Five Colleges Incorporated, Amherst, MA
• Virginia Commonwealth University
• Canisius College (Athletes in Service to America site)
• Eckerd College (Athletes in Service to America site)
• Northeastern University (Athletes in Service to America site)
• University of Kentucky (Athletes in Service to America site)

*

Educators and youth service providers who participated in MVP’s Institute for Gender

Violence Prevention and Education in August 2002.  To find out more information about

MVP’s next institute please contact MVP.

—Who was he?

Yes, you may not think you know a survivor

but I can assure you that you do,

And she cries and deals and doesn’t share

because telling is remembering

and remembering is reliving and reliving is

——fear—— who was he?

Fear that you might not believe her

Fear it was her fault

because she wore That dress and drank THAT beer

and walked home with THAT guy.

—and so she remains silent.

But what happens to me?

My whole body shivers. Cold ——

Steel hooks rake through my gut.

Who was he————

I want to run, to scream, to cry, to kill

that fucker who did THAT to my friend

THAT night after THAT party.

But he isn’t sitting here, his victim is.

His victim is my friend. His victim is my girlfriend.

His victim is forever.

Then there are the questions.

Who is he? Can I help? How are you now?

What can I do? Why didn’t you turn him in?

Is this going to change the way that I interact with her?

What if I do something that reminds her of the event?

What does she want from me?

And what if I don’t do it?

And do you know what I say?

I tell her the truth, that I am here for her

and that I believe her.  That I want to kill the guy

and she is brave and right for speaking up

and I believe her.

Then because there is nothing else to say-

I say I’m sorry.
so sorry.

Schools and programs that completed the Train the Trainers program
also completed the Basic Awareness Raising Training.*
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MVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff AnnouncementsMVP Staff Announcements

It is with mixed feelings that MVP is announcing the

departure of Associate Director, Marissa MezzanotteMarissa MezzanotteMarissa MezzanotteMarissa MezzanotteMarissa Mezzanotte.

Her fellow MVP team members are excited about the

birth of her son Owen, but saddened to lose her daily

guidance, support and camaraderie.  Marissa’s dedication

and commitment to MVP was unparalleled and led to

much of the program’s growth and success.  She will

continue working with the program as a special projects

consultant.

This summer, Lai la BrockLaila BrockLaila BrockLaila BrockLaila Brock joined the MVP team as

Assistant Director-NCAS.  Laila earned a BA in media

studies and an M.Ed in Counselor Education from Penn

State University (PSU).  She was named Academic All

Big Ten while serving as captain of PSU’s Women’s Track

and Field Team.  Additionally, Laila was a member of

PSU’s student-athlete Advisory Board, Commission of

Women Students and Pi Lambda Theta Educational

Honor Society


