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BOSTON, MA – On May 1, 2003, MVP capped off another successful year with its 5th Annual Youth Leadership Event.

“Breaking Barriers, Building Leaders” convened 75 MVP high school student leaders from across MA to celebrate their

commitment to ending violence against girls and women.  Held at Northeastern University, the event involved a series

of initiative challenges that the students were asked to complete. Student leaders were placed in teams with peers from

other schools and each group worked together to overcome each initiative challenge.  Needless to say, the day’s event

required students to meet new people, overcome their differences and work together to succeed.  Below are some

pictures and quotes from this exciting day.

Student leaders work together to accomplish “The River Crossing.”

Student leaders use teamwork to work through “The Piping Relay.”

“(I learned)
you can trust
people who
you do not
know.”

“(I learned to)
never judge
people by how
they look or
act.”

“(I learned that) teamwork
and communication are
the only way to achieve
your objective.”

“(I learned) when
everyone works
toward a common
goal – it’s easier to
put aside
differences.”

“(I learned)
that when
I speak –
others
listen.”

Student leaders overcome barriers during “The River Crossing.”

S tudents  a t t empt  to  mas te r  “The  Mi lk  Cra te
Challenge.”

A different attempt at “The Piping Relay.”
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In Your Words ...In Your Words ...In Your Words ...In Your Words ...In Your Words ...

Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness Raising Training:Completion of MVP’s Basic Awareness Raising Training:

• City Year Domestic Violence Team

• Charlestown High School

• Hillside Shelter Care

• Northeastern Family Institute

• Cape Cod Technical High School

• Health Careers Academy

• Idaho State University

• University of Central Florida

• University of Texas, Austin

• North Carolina State University

• Pennsylvania State University

• New England Patriots

*

Schools and programs that completed the Train the Trainers
program also completed the Basic Awareness Raising Training.*

Completion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” ProgramCompletion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” ProgramCompletion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” ProgramCompletion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” ProgramCompletion of MVP’s “Train the Trainers” Program

• Southbridge High School

• John D. O’Bryant High School

• Silver Lake Regional High School

• Dorchester High School

• Acton-Boxboro Regional High School

• Boston Arts Academy

• North Andover High School

• Madison Park Vocational Technical High School

• Lincoln-Sudbury High School
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“In this world”“In this world”“In this world”“In this world”“In this world” By Mollyrose Sommer

She asked for advice and

I gave her all that I

could.

About how to say no “He yells”

she tells me, “a lot.”  I offered

my hand to hold

while she told him

no

So he couldn’t yell but “I know what to do”

she said

“He’s yelling more” she told me

later.

“But f **k him, I’m through, I’m not his

property.”

In school

she hides in my hugs as he

passes by.

Fear is new to her.

She didn’t need to hide, he

didn’t even look her way.

“I thought you were beautiful”

he’s told her when

she said no.

“Now I see you’re just

 an ugly b***h.”

Scolded for treating herself

Right.

She came to school on Tuesday,

missed Monday,

with bandaids on her face.

“I fell” she says avoiding

 my eyes.

“How dumb, I tripped on my driveway”

she had told me how hard it was

Hard

to

Break

things off

because they’d had sex.

“It’s gross, what this sex

does to you.”

She smiled

“I’m too attached to say no

 anymore.”

He’s raped her.

I understand.

And she’s getting trouble for it.

Not him.

“It’s gross what this sex does to you”

She says again.

She’s crying now.

Because she sits

in court

for ‘lying’ about rape.

Telling her how to say no did

Nothing

except give her strength

Just not enough

in this

world

you learn,

Knowledge can’t protect you from Boys who

think

they’re

men.

Mollyrose is a student at Newton North HS. She has been an MVP student leader since 2001.

UntitledUntitledUntitledUntitledUntitled   By Shantall Murillo and Shawna Stroud

Why did you do me like that?

I thought you were my friend.

You told me to come over, I did.

Then you raped me,you and your friends.

You betrayed me

How come?

The slapping beatings.

Friends don’t do that to one another

Help me understand.

I thought you were my friend.

Now you are my rapist.

Shantall and Shawna are students at Madison Park Vocational Technical

HS in Roxbury, MA.  They have been MVP student leaders since 2002.


